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ROOMS WE LOVE

A couple building a custom home on the James River in 
Williamsburg enlisted Atlanta-based kitchen-and-bath designer 
Shirley McFarlane, who had worked with them on previous proj-
ects, to collaborate on their sprawling new riverfront abode—
which would include a luxurious master-bath retreat boasting a 
stunning river view.

“We spent a year in the planning stages,” McFarlane recounts. 
“They had a very strong vision for the space.” At the top of the 
owners’ extensive wish list was contemporary hanging cabinetry 
with clean, spare lines; a sculptural statement tub sited in front 
of a window wall with the expansive water view beyond; and a 
light, airy feel.  

“It was a fun challenge to figure out how to make the space 
work,” says McFarlane, who designed glass enclosures for the 
shower and WC that enhance the sense of openness in the 
space. A passageway between the enclosures leads to the closet. 
For the sake of privacy, the glass surrounding the WC is frosted. 

An idyllic river vista enhances a sumptuous 
master bath combining timeless materials 
with contemporary flair

Cabinetry from Premier Custom Built is made of fumed, quar-
tered eucalyptus wood with a high-gloss, exotic-wood veneer. It 
flanks the door to the bedroom, with open shelving and storage on 
one side and  his-and-her sinks and a makeup table on the other. 

Classic Calacatta Gold marble tile was used on the floors and 
in the shower to soften the bathroom’s contemporary lines. A 
mosaic pattern from New Ravenna on the floor mimics an area 
rug, while heavily veined marble distinguishes the shower enclo-
sure. Calacatta Manhattan marble tops the cabinet surfaces.

Sinks by Lacava and a Victoria & Albert soaking tub are 
paired with sleek Dornbracht faucets. Sconces by Hudson 
Valley Lighting provide a transitional touch. ❖

Architectural Design: Carroll W. Johnson, Residential Designs, Ltd., 

Chesapeake, Virginia. Bath Design: Shirley McFarlane, CKD, McFarlane 

Design, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia. Builder: Butch Palmer, Palmer & Co., 

Williamsburg, Virginia. Photography: Tony Giammarino.
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MAD ABOUT MARBLE
s Marble Systems’ Studio 
Mosaics collection of water-
jet tiles features a host of 
geometric patterns inspired 
by English, French Bistro, 
Deco and Mid-Century 
Modern motifs. Pictured 
here, Skyline in Snow White 
honed Monte marble, avail-
able in 12-by-12-inch slabs. 
marblesystems.com

architecture + custom building — EDITOR’S PICKS  

FARM FRESH
▲ The rustic barn-door look 
is growing in popularity, as 
Simpson Door Company will 
attest. Its recently launched 
collection of interior and exte-
rior barn doors introduces a 
wide range of styles, sizes and 
wood options, including sapele 
mahogany (pictured). Available 
with sliding barn-door hardware 
and tracks. simpsondoor.com

GRAND ENTRY
▲ The knobs and levers in Grandeur Hardware’s Soleil collection of 
interior and entry-door hardware boast circular plates embellished 
with intricate rosette motifs. Decorative knobs and levers come in 
crystal or brass, and a choice of seven finishes. Pictured above, the 
Georgetown Lever in Vintage Brass. grandeurhardware.com

VERY VERSATILE
t Staron’s solid-surface 

countertops offer a crisp, 
modern profile in durable, 

impervious, hygienic and 
easy-to-clean acrylic. 

Formed by heating and 
bending, Staron surfaces 

can be custom-shaped and, 
as a renewable material, 

completely refurbished at 
any time. staron.com
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1/ Petals. Resin, available in eight translucent colors; $340/knob. hautedeco.com  2/ Primitive. Designed by Clodagh; hand-fi nished recycled aluminum; from 
$21/knob. duverre.com  3/ Flute Large Top. Designed by Roger Thomas; bronze in Silicon Bronze Medium fi nish; from $82/knob. rockymountainhardware.com  
4/ Fallbrook Leather Knob. Hand-stitched Italian leather and hand-polished brass; $260/knob. waterworks.com  5/ Step-03. Solid brass, fi nished in Satin Brass; 
$90/knob. nest-studio-home.com  6/ Manor Knob. Walnut and metal; from $64 per/knob. pushpullhardware.com; waterstreetbrass.com  7/ Devon Collection, 
Allington Knob. Zinc alloy in polished chrome; from $8/knob. topknobs.com.  8/ Hadly by Elements. Metal in Satin Nickel; $4.25/knob. hardwareresources.com  
9/ Browning Round Knob. Zinc alloy in Champagne fi nish; $11/knob. weaverhardware.com; atlashomewares.com

Pulls with Punch   distinctive cabinet knobs

1 2 3

7 8 9

4 5 6

kitchen + bath — 9 TO NOTE
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1/ Lanercost Cast Iron French Bateau Clawfoot Tub. Patinated and lacquered copper; $3,695. penhaglion.com  2/ Veil freestanding bath; cast resin in 
high-gloss fi nish; $4,899. us.kohler.com  3/ Hammered Copper Wye Bateau Cast Iron Bath Tub. Hand-poured with textured dry-fi t vitreous enamel; from 
$19,450. drummonds-uk.com  4/ Eldon Tub. Design by Conran + Partners; volcanic limestone and resin; price on request. vandabaths.com  5/ BC 04 
Cube Collection. Nonporous composite, high-gloss or matte fi nish; from $6,605. wetstyle.ca  6/ Calma Bathtub. Marquina Taupe marble; price on request. 
stoneforest.com  7/ Boat. Acrylic; $3,100. americh.com  8/ Samara. Natural stone; $29,995. porcelanosa-usa.com  9/ Bellbrook Cast Iron Double-Slipper 
Mosaic Clawfoot Tub; handmade mosaic; $3,499. signaturehardware.com

Spa Treatment   lavish tubs for leisure time

1 2 3

4 5 6

kitchen + bath — 9 TO NOTE
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SETTING THE TABLE
t Chilewich’s festive Mixed Weave Luxe vinyl placemats and run-
ners will add shine to your holiday table. Designed as 13 rows of 

textured bands, each piece is threaded with clear-coated gold yarn 
that creates a luminous, metallic look. Available in two colorways, 

Gold (pictured) and Topaz. chilewich.com

SPA DAY
▲ Kohler’s Sunstruck freestanding tub 
coddles bathers with ergonomic lumbar 
support at both ends. Made of acrylic, the 
oval-shaped basin is available in White or 
Biscuit and can hold up to 16 inches of 
water. In addition, the tub can be custom-
ized with a number of Kohler’s hydrother-
apy options—as well as a wireless 
music kit. kohler.com

kitchen + bath

the finest in natural stone

fa ir fax showroom & slab yard: 
2737 dorr  avenue, fair fax, va  22031 p:703.204.1818

bethesda showroom: 
6931 arl ington rd suite c2, bethesda, md 20814 p:301.913.9113

www.marblesystems .com

natural  stone -  porcelain -  glass -  terra cotta -  decorat ive

product featured: studio mosaic collection 

LET IT SLIDE
▲ Ruvati’s 45-inch-long, two-tiered 
Workstation Sink brings a new level of func-
tionality to the kitchen with accessories that 
slide on double-tiered tracks. It features two 
mahogany cutting boards that slide together 
to create extra counter space and can also 
double as trays. Other accessories include 
two stainless-steel colanders and a dish-
drying rack. ruvati.com
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